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the correct way to iron. A series of experiences on the re-
moval of stains, the action of different soaps, hard and soft
water, and heat on the different fabrics is valuable if it is
motivated by the need and desire actually to remove spots or
to renovate some garments actually needing cleansing. A
laundry unit of several lessons, which is an outgrowth of a
personal grooming study, of an analysis of textile fibers, or of
laundering the school linens, might be undertaken.
In the intermediate and upper elementary years interesting
correlations may be made with science experiences. In the
latter, greater emphasis should be placed on the effect of dif-
ferent soaps and degrees of heat on the cloth and the more
difficult processes of spot removal and pressing. The pupils
can collect their own data from their experiments, make their
deductions, and learn the sequences of the laundry processes.
Reference books, illustrated articles, and study guides are of
help in promoting independent study (see Appendix, Exhibit
E).
Studies of laundering processes may have an immediate
money value for the pupils. Quality of materials may be
proved by sun and soap tests on samples of cloth before select-
ing material for garment construction. An eighth grade group
studied printed cotton for this reason before they bought it
for dresses. The pupils prepared charts which showed the
effect of exposure of different priced goods to the sun and
soap. The result of the tests was shown to two local store-
keepers from whom the materials had been bought. One
merchant cooperated with the school by displaying the pupils'
exhibit in his store window, saying that it would be to his
advantage to sell better materials, and that the tests showed
the big difference a variation of a few cents in price makes.
The pupils bought the better grade of cloth, making closer
than usual calculations on yardage needed, so that overall
costs of their dresses were kept as low as possible, Many
other customers, seeing the exhibits, bought the better quality
of cotton print from that store.